
As we reflect on 2018 and envision 2019, the Museum 
team wants to say THANK YOU. Our members are the 
heart and soul of the Museum and 2018 was our best 
year yet. We had a record number of daily guests, field 
trips, and rentals at the Museum. We sure stayed busy! 
 
We have several things planned for 2019. We plan to be 
more present in our local school systems, providing 
artifacts to the teachers and teaching in the 
classrooms. We have new events planned and more 
programming in the Museum. We are already filling up 
our calendar with rentals and field trips – including four 
weddings! 
 
Throughout 2019 we have several exhibits that will be 
revitalized with the help of generous members and 
donors like you. As we continue to welcome new and 
returning guests to the Museum, it is imperative we keep 
the exhibits fresh and interactive.  Be on the lookout for 
the updates and changes coming to your Museum! 
 
Being a Museum Member, is much more than you 
receiving free admission and great benefits at the 
Museum.  As a member, you provide sustaining support 
to make all of these improvements possible and you 
serve as great ambassadors telling your friends, family, 
and colleagues about the Museum.   
 
We believe 2019 has great things in store for the Wabash 
County Historical Museum. We hope to see you soon! 

Stay up to date by following us 
on Facebook at 

facebook.com/wabashmuseum
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We love 
our members!

We love 
our members! Monthly 

Giving 
Interested in becoming 

a monthly giving 
partner of the 

Museum? 
 

Our monthly partners 
are essential to the 

success of the 
Museum each & every 

month.

WabashMuseum.org



A Minute (or two) With Mitch

Mitch Figert 
President & CEO

Christmas decorations are packed away (phew) and now we are well 
underway into 2019.  This year I have two main focuses for the Museum - 1) 
Enhance our 90+ exhibits and 2) Improve the financial stability of the 
Museum.  Sounds familiar right?  Of course, these are topics I have spoken 
about before but this year we - you, me, and our team - have to make both of 
these items a priority.   
 
The Museum has approximately 90 exhibits and of those, 14 are currently 
not functioning, 16 need considerable repairs, and 32 need updates to 
content and design. Changing an exhibit is a complex process that involves 
graphic design, content creation, specialty mounts for artifacts, technology, 
lighting, and so on.  Who knew changing an exhibit could be so much work.  
But the end result is always something we are excited to share with our 
guests.   
 
Sometimes the Museum and our vast array of projects can seem daunting 
but I enjoy thinking about my family's trip to Disney World this past summer.  
It was impressive, and overwhelming, to comprehend the vastness of such an 
operation but then I noticed a quote as we strolled through the park by Walt 
Disney - and that is to remember that all of it started by a mouse.   
 
So as we look into 2019 at the Museum and the aggressive goals to upgrade 
exhibits and build our financial capacity, it is important to remember where 
we started.  From the simple collections started by Drs. Moore and 
Biggerstaff in the basement of the courthouse, to Memorial Hall, and now 
our current location we have a lot to be proud of.  I encourage you to learn 
more and engage with the projects we have underway.   
 
As always, thank you for your continued support of the Museum!

...

A look back on 2018...A look back on 2018...

I hope we 

never lose 

sight of 

one thing, 

that 

it was all 

started 

by a 

mouse. 

 - Walt Disney 



The Collection Guys

Brian Haupert 
Director of Collections 
and Operations

Over on the collection side of things, we have finished the organization of our 
photograph collection for digitization. The first batch, highlighting Wabash 
businesses, agriculture, and disasters, due to the alphabetical organization of the 
collection putting them there, should be returning shortly and the second batch will be 
sent out.  On the subject of photographs, I have started working to unroll many of our 
rolled up photographs which are almost all panoramic shots.  I have also started 
working with some of the paintings in our collection to make sure they are better 
stored and preserved, one particularly nice painting of the Stockdale Mill by Lucile 
Craig was given the new storage treatment along with the portrait of Emanuel 
Gackenheimer that used to hang in their pharmacy.  Barbara Amiss has helped 
extensively with the wrapping and preservation of these paintings. 
 
Another major area of emphasis for the collections side of the Museum has been the 
entry of our legacy accession records.  Our Museum began cataloging items formally 
in 1953 but had accepted object donations as early as 1923.  All told, from 1923 to 1999, 
we took in over 9,900 different item donations.  Records of these donations were typed 
out by hand and had not yet been entered into any digital format or database. 
Virtually every volunteer, intern, and several employees over the last several months 
have pitched in to help see these records transferred to digital, typing them by hand 
one last time.  We currently sit at 6,393 records entered.  These records will be essential 
for when we eventually audit the entire pre-2005 collection and in many cases greatly 
enhance the story behind particular objects and photographs.  

TJ Honeycutt 
Collections Manager

Shelby McLaughlin 
Associate Director

It is good to be back at the Museum! Mitch and the Museum team held down 
the fort while I was on maternity leave. 2018 has been a wonderful year for 
the Museum! We have had many successes & some hurdles to jump over. 
These are my top 5 favorite "wins" of 2018! 
 
 
 

Shelby's Top Five

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.WABASHMUSEUM.ORG

5. 72 rentals at the Museum throughout 2018 
4. 1,374 artifacts added to our collection 
3. 18,067 guests attended the Museum - Our best year yet! 
2. 5,713 guests attended Family Fun Nights! 
1. 76 school field trips from 6 counties
A huge thank you to everyone who came into the Museum, supported us 
financially, or volunteered in 2018! This has been our best year to date. 
 
 



March
Fri., March 1st - 4pm to 8pm 

Family Fun Night 
 

Fri., March 15th - 5:30pm - 8:30pm 
Trivia Night 

 

Mark Your Calendars

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.WABASHMUSEUM.ORG

TRIVIA 
NIGHT

Join the Museum as we host Trivia 
Night at the Museum.  Test your 

local, regional, and useless 
knowledge with your friends!   

 
Doors will open at 5:00pm and Trivia 
will start at 5:30pm.  A cash bar will 

be available and also a freewill 
donation soup supper by Gallery 64 

will be served.   
 

Round up five of your smartest (or 
most fun) friends and get your team 

of 6 registered by clicking here. 
 Space is limited. 

March 15 | 5:30 pm

$50/team | $10/person

April
Fri., April 5th - 4pm to 8pm 

Family Fun Night 
 

For the month of February - Museum 
Members get 1 free cookie with any 

purchase. Don't forget to show 
your membership card while 

checking out! 

(Limit 1 per person)

2 W Market St | Wabash, IN V
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Members Get 
30% Off 

Jewelry & 
Candles.



World War 1 Scrapbook 
         Having just passed the centennial of the armistice 

which ultimately ended the First World War, I thought it’d 
be appropriate to write on one of the museum’s more 
unique Great War archival objects.  The above photograph 
is of a young man named Ronald Woodward, with what 
he dubbed his war dog.  Through the First and Second 
World Wars, it was fairly common for scrapbooks to be 
given to soldiers upon the completion of their basic 
training or even before, sometimes they came labeled in 
advance with something like “My Life in the Army” and 
sometimes they were simple, black-covered affairs.   The 
pages though were invariably black, requiring a white or 
silver pencil to label properly.  This particular scrapbook 
has the creator’s own title written on the inside in white 
pencil “Ronald Fights the Flu.” 
        He approached his scrapbook with a jovial, almost 
flippant, attitude.  One of the first images is of the first 
camp he was sent to with the heading “where our 
troubles began” followed by an image of his unit leaving 
camp with the caption “when our troubles really began!” 
A relatively less talked about subject than the war itself is 
the concurrent H1N1 Flu pandemic. Also known then as 
Spanish flu, and today called Swine flu, the flu reached 
epidemic proportions around the world.  

The flu was extremely aggressive, even infecting people living on isolated Pacific islands and people who make their home in the 
Arctic.  Ultimately, the flu would kill three to five percent of the world’s population.  Ronald was one of the survivors of the flu. 
He became infected while in his first camp and was sent to the hospital where he eventually convalesced.  He would come down 
with flu-like symptoms again after arriving in France.  The cramped military transports being an ideal place for the incubation of 
flu virus and its allies. He declares repeatedly that the real enemy wasn’t the Germans and Austrians, it was the flu.  
        He was part of a cavalry unit, and it likely comes as no surprise that by 1918 the cavalry was rarely utilized on the Western 
front and as such the men found other diversions when not in the hospital, which Ronald takes care to document.  Most of them 
adopted “French muts” which came with mock pedigree papers created by soldiers that had taken care of the dog earlier in the 
war.  Ronald’s war dog appears in a variety of different photographs throughout the scrapbook.  He also mocks his fellow 
cavalrymen, giving voice to what must have felt like worthlessness, as the unit never saw action of any kind, besides their own 
private, and quite deadly, battles with H1N1.  He shows the men aiming their rifles in drills with the mocking title “They think they 
can shoot” beside another image which shows several men mounted in dress uniform with the caption “They think they can 
ride!” 
        He documents the various trips on leave, which seem to have consisted of Ronald and his faithful war dog taking in days at 
the beach, and mock dog shows they would organize.  Of course, he also talks up his horse quite a bit, but I imagine it was a bit 
more difficult to transport one’s horse outside of camp so its appearances are more infrequent.  He ends the book with a 
photograph of the celebration that broke out in their encampment when word came of the armistice.  Unfortunately, he does not 
comment on whether or not he intended to return to the United States with his faithful wartime companion, although many 
soldiers did.  The scrapbook serves as a reminder of a war that far outstripped the Great War in its severity and cruelty, as well 
as providing a very candid and good-humored look at what camp life was like for American men in 1918.      - TJ Honeycutt

Tidbit of History From TJ


